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Looking back at the year in film (2000), we've seen some really interesting and diverse Australian movies on our big screens with everything from Chopper and Looking For Alibrandi to commerical hits The Dish and The Wog Boy, doing well at the local box office. In these films, we've examined our national identity in one way or another, so it seems fitting that a film like Cunnamulla should come along to round it all off. 

Cunnamulla was made by one of Australia's most successful and dedicated documentary makers, Dennis O'Rourke. He's been making docoumentaries for the best part of 25 years now to much acclaim. His 1988 film Half Life was nominated for an Oscar and The Good Woman of Bangkok (1991) still inflames arguments around dinner tables. So his new doco Cunnamulla - O'Rourke's second ever on Australian soil - is sure to raise as many eyebrows as it will simultaneously win praise. 

For this latest film, O'Rourke spent the best part of a year filming people in the outback Queensland town of Cunnamulla, a town located 800 kilometres west of Brisbane and at the end of a train line - a metaphorical fact not lost on the film mkaer or the people who inhabit the town and the film. Cunnamulla is a powerful film, poetic, confronting and most importantly, courageous; it's a film unafraid to show a side of Australia some people may not be comfortable seeing. 

Cunnamulla displays great nerve and artistry; it's subjects (or "characters" as O'Rourke likes to call them) are people we all know; they are in the end "us", the film makes that very clear - these guys show us exactly what they're made of. It's this courage and honesty which is Cunnamulla's gift to us all and finally its trump card. It's an uncensored work filled with universal truths, REAL people, sadness, humour and a beautiful big grey area. (Yeah, that sounds like the country I live in...) It's hard not to conclude after seeing Cunnamulla that there should be more Australian documentaries made like this one as it reminds us that documentary is film, not a tv half hour. 

Other conclusions...? Well, for this reviewer, Cunnamulla is the best Australian film I've seen all year, worthy of a five star rating. 

5 stars
